The question of the value of quinine prophylaxis against malaria is an important one, and one that demands careful examination.
Of late a good deal of consideration has been given to the matter in India and elsewhere, the concentration of troops in malarious areas in different continents,?Europe, Asia and Africa,? bringing the subject into prominence. The trend of opinion would appear to have become in many respects adverse to the employment of quinine in this way, but the position as a whole still remains very undecided.
In itself, however, it is a useful advance that widespread criticism has been directed to the practice, as with continued careful observation some exact knowledge must eventually be obtained of a difficult matter beset with many fallacies.
In these notes no attempt has been made to set forth any peculiarly definite conclusions on the value of prophylaxis as a whole. The matter recorded has reference only to a coolie population working on tea-gardens in Assam, where it has been the custom for many years past to administer quinine to whole labour forces with a view to diminishing the frequency of malarial attacks, and where the procedure has been heavily relied on almost to the exclusion of other preventive measures against the disease. It has been usual to commence cases occurring in the different age-groups, viz., 0-5, 5-10, 10-15, 15-20 years and over, and from it also individual cases of chronic malaria are marked down for special treatment. Column 8 is used merely as a check on diagnosis, and from the column of dates, kept in red and black ink, an estimate can be made at a glance in the course of the month of the severity of the cases generally and the amount of loss of labour. It also gives monthly the total amount of quinine used in treatment.
In formulating the rules endeavour was made to interfere as little as possible with the discretion of the estate doctor directly in charge of the case, the amount of quinine to be given being stated merely as a guide, though it has actually worked out as nearly as possible correct.
What is insisted on is the systematic carrying out of the treatment for the full seven days as a minimum.
Below is shown diagrammatically population dealt with, number of malarial cases, and number of sick from all diseases for each of the [Jan., 1920 [Jan., . seven years. 1912 
